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Philemon 1:12-16 
12 I am sending him back to you, sending my very 

heart. 13 I would have been glad to keep him with me, 

in order that he might serve me on your behalf during 

my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to 

do nothing without your consent in order that your 

goodness might not be by compulsion but of your 

own accord. 15 For this perhaps is why he was parted 

from you for a while, that you might have him back 

forever, 16 no longer as a bondservant but more than a 

bondservant, as a beloved brother—especially to me, 

but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in 

the Lord.
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Paul shows us three ways to approach an 
inflammatory relational situation. 

1. Speak at a heart-level. (vv. 12-13)

2. Choose deference over personal preference. (v. 14)

3. Interpret the event providentially. (v. 15)

Go Deeper 
If you want to delve deeper into today’s teaching, go to  
www.atgrace.com/smallgroups, click the Small Group Study 
Guides banner (beneath the Ministry Description), and open  
the Study Guide for today’s message.

•  Audio and video recordings of this message and an outline 
(with answers) will be posted to the Grace website later today at  
www.atgrace.com/sermons.

•  A list of songs played during the contemporary service (along with 
iTunes links for each) can be found at www.atgrace.com/songlist.


